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E EASTERN GATE

Pilgrims spend time at the Eastern Gate

qSTETET ATAaTETEE Aug Aad ae

Lt e S

Series of structural platforms and wall slots which has

brick structures.

At the age of 29, Siddhartha Gautama renounced his family and royal

lineage to begin a journey for enlightenment, departing Kapilavastu

through its Eastern Gate.

The gateitself was excavatedinthe 1960salong with the brick fortification
wall of the city running either side of it. Geophysical survey has revealed

the urban layout of the ancient city which includes a grid-iron street

pattern orientated on the cardinal directions. One of the roadways
identified runs east-west along the cardinal axis towards the Eastern Gate
from the centre of the site, and it would have been on this roadway that

Siddhartha, renouncing his princely life, travelled as he left the city.

avations have revealed a non-metaled road similar to the
Western gate and the frontages of several structures
ost likely more shops. Within a smaller
vered a complex series of structural

More recent exc
one excavated at the
along its southern edge, m

and deeper trench the team unco
lots, and timber postholes, which has demonstrated the

cupation on the same alignment as the brickwork
te continuity in the city plan from the earliest
u through to its final occupation. It also
architecture that you can see on
the site nowadays replaced

platforms, wall s
presence of earlier oc
above. These findings indica
periods of Tilaurakot-Kapilavast
helps to demonstrate that the brick
¢ or just below the surface in many parts of
- earlier timber and mud architecture which characterised the lifetime of

the Buddha.
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View of the conserved Eastern Gate, which was originally excavated by T.N. Mishra

TILAURAKOT
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demonstrated the presence of earlier occupation below the
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